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I want to share a little tip that I have recently implemented and really like. As HAMs, we all have lots of cables and things 
that we must manage and sometimes it’s hard to keep up with what’s what, what goes where, etc. When we get involved 
in a deployment or an event, things get mixed up in the chaos and can get misplaced. It can also be frustrating to know 
which end of coax attaches to what connection, whether that be in your shack, the ARES trailer, or your go kit. 

I have learned a nice way to label my cables to keep them organized and to keep them from unintentionally leaving with 
someone else. We all have a whole variety of cables, and we can get confused sometimes as to which one goes where. 
Then we end up having to trace them all back to find out where it goes or where it should go. We try to label them with 
various means, labels, tape, color coding, etc. Then the label comes off or we forget what our color code is or what goes to 
what. 

The little trick that I learned is to take your label maker (or strips of paper and a Sharpie), make a label for your cable and 
then cover it with a piece of clear heat shrink tubing. This will allow you to be able to always read your label and it won’t 
come off even under adverse conditions. 

To do this, all you really need is label make a maker of your choice, some clear heat shrink tubing that will fit the size 
cable that you use (You can find a wide variety of those on Amazon pretty cheap), and you’ll need a heat gun. Don't use a 
cigarette lighter on clear heat shrink tubing, it will discolor the heat shrink tubing…I know from experience. Also, if the 
label maker uses thermal paper, do not overheat the shrink wrap tubing or the label could blacken, and you lose your 
label…also learned by experience. 

Now you can still use your color code, tape method, or whatever method you want to use to double up on your labeling 
efforts, but the clear covering on the clear shrink wrap tubing makes it a permanent label that won’t come off without a 
whole lot of effort with a knife or cutting the end of the cable off. It is a good idea to add your name and 
callsign…especially for cables and gear used for deployments or events. 

The best time to use this method is when you are building the cable (or repairing it), before the connectors are installed. 
Be sure to label both ends of your cable when you’re doing this. This will ensure that you know which cable goes to 
which item on both ends your connection. You do not want to be running back-and-forth or having to tone things out 
every time you want to make a connection. This is also helpful for your tower guy who is up on top of the tower trying to 
attach your coax to the right antenna. 

I have recently begun using this method at my church to label microphone cables. This allows me to make connections 
faster and to trouble shoot with ease. So far, it’s been working out great and looks nice too. It also helps when explaining 
connections to others. 


